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sympathetic. When the question of getting rid of
the Czar was put to the latter, he is reported to
have said : " If I have to choose between the Czar
and my country, I shall decide for the latter/5
The temper of the officers of the Army was made
clear in those exuberant demonstrations when the
news came of the murder of Rasputin. As a further
proof of the complicity of the Army Chiefs, there is
the fact that the regiments left at Petrograd were
composed of young recruits only just called up from
works, seething with discontent, led by officers
inadequate in numbers, broken down through wounds
and ill-health, many of them only just discharged
from hospitals. One of the most level-headed of the
Russian refugees whom I met was convinced that
this was deliberately arranged by highly placed
Generals who were preparing the coup d'ttal, in
order to ensure that it should not be suppressed
before it became effective. They had resolved to
get rid of Nicholas II. It is significant that when

the news of the outbreak at Petrograd
A premature reached General Headquarters, and the
explosion Czar immediately returned to his capital

to take command, he was detained at
Pskow by General Russky. The crisis exploded
prematurely, owing to an unexpected outbreak
amongst the miserable standing army of the bread
'queues who could bear their wretchedness no longer,
and it detonated before the military fuse was quite
ready to be fired. The explosion blew up Czardom,
but it also incidentally shattered the well-organised
plot of the Generals. The fire which broke out too
soon got beyond the control of those who had laid
the train. Instead of a well-ordered coup d'ttat of
Generals, directed from Headquarters and following